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Technical Talk program by Prof. Santanu Mahapatra, 1ISC, Bangalore

Student Achievements

Texas Instruments Innovation Challenge India Design Contest 2015

Our CollegeTeam XENCOM becamé' Runner ¢Up and won Prize Money of USD 5008ut of 3200 teams
participated from India & Sri Lanka.
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SC SPELLS OUT BAIL MATH

Tnnovation brings accolades

Jayanta,Gupta@tiniesgroup.com

 Kolkata: Five passouts from the

, MeghnadSaha nstituteof Technology

i (MSIT) have bagged the runnersup
 prize at the prestigious Texas Instru-
* mentsInnovation Challenge2015by in-
© ventinga system that will enable farm-
: erstoturnon their pumpsets (to water
¢ theirfields)from homeby usingmobile
 orlandlinetelephones.

Not only will this help in conserva-

¢ tion of water, the system also promises
 to protect farmers from snakebite. As
: peralatest WHOreport, nearly 50% In-
: dian farmers suffer snakebites while
: travelling through dense undergrowth
: inthenighttoreach thepumpsets.

The ministry of water resources

: claims that nearly 40% water is wasted
* due to inefficient irrigation practices.
© An IAPC - World Bank report states
¢ thatirrigation efficiency inIndiaison-
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The MSIT students receive the award from AP) Abdul Kalam

ly 85%. This is what Suman Basak,
Anik Dutta, Sourav Sinha, Priyanjit
Kumar Ghoshand Mostafa Kamal Mal-
lick, from the electronics & communi-
cation engneering department of
MSIT set out to rectify in 2014, They
participated in the challenge along
with 3200 other teams from engineer-

ing colleges across India and Sri Lan-
ka. ,

“They came up with something
they named XENCOM. Xen means wa-
ter in Chinese and ‘Com’ i short for

communication. They presented this

idea to Nasscom'’s Idea to Proto-type
Challengefor eastern Indiaand bagged

or Fab Five

first position in June 2014, For the I §
Innovation Challenge, they had tohave
the product ready They toiled hard for
the last one year to develop this,” says :
MSIT principal Tirthankar Datta. :

Apart from the timer facility, the :
system considers several parameters
suchastemperatureand humidityand '
after interpreting the data on the basis
of test cases, lets the farmer know :
through SMS when it is time to water :
his field for better irrigation. Datta
calls this ‘suggestive farming’. The :
farmer is also kept in the loop about :
power availability in his field at any
pointof time. ]

“We feel awesome. Our hard work
paid off. We received a lot of support :
from out institute, Prof Datta, Kama- :
Jendu. Langal and Saikat Paul, our
pointof contacts withtheindustryand :
SudipDogra, our faculty mentor,” says
Priyanjit Kumar Ghosh.



